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We must work toward a world that trades
in freedom, a world where prosperity is avail-
able to all through the power of markets, a
world where open trade spurs the process
of economic and legal reform, a world of co-
operation to enhance prosperity, protect the
environment, and lift the quality of life for
all.

We must confront the shared security
threats of regimes that thrive by creating in-
stability, that are ambitious for weapons of
mass destruction, and are dangerously unpre-
dictable. In Europe, you’re closer to these
challenges than the United States. You see
the lightning well before we hear the thun-
der. Only together, however, can we confront
the emerging threats of a changing world.

Fifty years ago all Europe looked to the
United States for help. Ten years ago Poland
did, as well. Now we and others can only
go forward together. The question no longer
is, what others can do for Poland but what
America and Poland and all of Europe can
do for the rest of the world.

In the early 1940s, Winston Churchill saw
beyond a World War and a cold war to a
greater project: ‘‘Let the great cities of War-
saw and Prague and Vienna banish despair
even in the midst of their agony,’’ he said.
‘‘Their liberation is sure. The day will come
when the joy bells will ring again throughout
Europe and when victorious nations, masters
not only of their foes but of themselves, will
plan and build in justice, in tradition, and
in freedom a house of many mansions where
there will be room for all.’’ To his contem-
poraries who lived in a Europe of division
and violence, this vision must have seemed
unimaginable. Yet, our fathers, yours and
mine, struggled and sacrificed to make this
vision real. Now it is within our grasp.

Today, a new generation makes a new
commitment, a Europe and an America
bound in a great alliance of liberty, history’s
greatest united force for peace and progress
and human dignity. The bells of victory have
rung. The Iron Curtain is no more. Now we
plan and build a house of freedom, whose
doors are open to all of Europe’s peoples and
whose windows look out to global challenges
beyond. Our progress is great; our goals are
large; and our differences, in comparison, are

small. And America, in calm and in crisis,
will honor this vision and the values we share.

Poland, in so many ways, is a symbol of
renewal and common purpose. More than
half a century ago, from this spot, all one
could see was a desert of ruins. Hardly did
a single unbroken brick touch another. This
city had been razed by the Nazis and be-
trayed by the Soviets. Its people were mostly
displaced. Not far from here is the only
monument which survived. It is the figure
of Christ falling under the cross and strug-
gling to rise. Under him are written the
words, ‘‘Sursum corda’’, ‘‘Lift up your
hearts.’’ From the determination in Polish
hearts, Warsaw did rise again, brick by brick.
Poland has regained its rightful place at the
heart of a new Europe and is helping other
nations to find their own.

‘‘Lift up your hearts’’ is the story of Poland.
‘‘Lift up your hearts’’ is the story of a new
Europe. And together, let us raise this hope
of freedom for all who seek it in our world.

God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:45 p.m. in the
library. In his remarks, he referred to President
Aleksander Kwasniewski and Prime Minister Jerzy
Buzek of Poland; Jolanta Kwasniewski, wife of
President Kwasniewski; Piotr Wegielski, rector,
Warsaw University; Lech Walesa, former Presi-
dent of Poland and Solidarity movement leader;
and President Vladimir Putin of Russia.

Proclamation 7451—Father’s Day,
2001
June 15, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Americans celebrate Father’s Day as a

unique time to reflect on the importance of
fathers and to honor their vital role in the
lives of children. For those who have been
blessed with our own families, this day also
provides an opportunity to reaffirm our com-
mitment to being the best possible fathers
for our children.

Father’s Day was originally the idea of
Sonora Dodd, who wanted to honor her fa-
ther, Civil War veteran Henry Jackson Smart.
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As Sonora’s sole surviving parent following
the death of her mother, Mr. Smart made
great sacrifices for his daughter and raised
her with courage, selflessness, and abiding
love. To enable all Americans to participate
in paying special tribute to their fathers,
President Calvin Coolidge first recognized
Father’s Day in 1924.

During childhood, boys and girls look to
their fathers for a sense of security, warmth,
attention, patience, and understanding. As
young people mature, their fathers con-
tribute to their spiritual, emotional, physical,
financial, and social well-being. In reaching
adulthood, men and women alike are en-
riched immeasurably by the wisdom of their
fathers as they pursue careers, start families,
and take active roles in the community.

For boys and girls raised without a father
in the home, the challenges can be great.
Seventy-five percent of American children
raised in a one-parent household will experi-
ence poverty before they turn 11 years old,
compared to only 20 percent of children in
families with two parents. Children in homes
where the father is absent are more likely
to be suspended from school or to drop out,
be treated for an emotional or behavioral
problem, become suicidal as adolescents, or
become victims of child abuse or neglect.

As a society, we must support fathers in
fulfilling their responsibilities to their fami-
lies, which may include not only biological
or adopted children, but also stepchildren or
foster children. Fathers must be prepared to
nurture and care for their sons and daugh-
ters, and to do so in the context of a strong
and committed marriage. To promote re-
sponsible fatherhood, my Administration has
proposed providing financial support to com-
munity and faith-based organizations that
help fathers and to programs that strengthen
marriage and promote successful parenting.
We also propose funding to support the ex-
pansion of ongoing State and local father-
hood initiatives and helping community
groups that try to provide young men with
role models.

Our society must strive to produce a gen-
eration of men who are ready to become the
best possible fathers. Let us set a good exam-
ple for America’s sons by valuing the respon-
sibility and importance of fatherhood. Let us

also honor and be thankful for the caring,
decent, and hardworking fathers who make
such a tremendous difference in the lives of
their children and families.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
in accordance with a joint resolution of the
Congress approved April 24, 1972 (36 U.S.C.
109), do hereby proclaim June 17, 2001, as
Father’s Day. I encourage all Americans to
express love and respect for their fathers, as
well as appreciation for the vital contribu-
tions of fathers to families and to society. I
direct the appropriate officials of the Govern-
ment to display the flag of the United States
on all Government buildings on this day. I
also call upon State and local governments
and citizens to observe this day with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of June, in the
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 18, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on June 19.

Remarks at a State Dinner Hosted by
President Kwasniewski in Warsaw
June 15, 2001

Mr. President, and Madam Kwasniewski,
Mr. Prime Minister and Madam Buzek, dis-
tinguished guests, many of whom sacrificed
for freedom. Laura and I are grateful for this
great day—it’s been a great day in Poland—
and for this good company. You’ve made us
feel most welcome.

I bring with me the affectionate greetings
of the American people. Poland has a special
place in our hearts, not just in places like
Pana Maria, Texas, or Warsaw, Alabama, or
Pulaski, Tennessee. Americans understand
that we owe a lot to Poland. It has even been
claimed that the old Polish game—an old
Polish game was the earliest inspiration for
baseball. [Laughter] If that’s true, I owe
more than most. [Laughter]
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